
United States History
2021-2022

Berean Christian High School
Instructor: Mr. Erik Esakson and Mrs. April Merlino
Email: eesakson@bereanchristian.com,
amerlino@bereanchristian.com

Required Texts:
1. United States History, Prentice Hall, 2010
2. Supplemental handouts and documents, provided by the instructor

Course Description: This course covers United States history from the Age of Discovery to the present day,
from a Christian perspective. Students will critically analyze historical events in Americas̓ history, taking care
to recognize Gods̓ guidance and intervention in our nations̓ past. Students will also critically analyze current
events in our rapidly changing country, asking how they, as the next generation of voters, can make Americas̓
future more Christ-honoring. Students will be expected to take appropriate lecture notes and participate in
class activities and discussions. The student can anticipate about 3-4 hours of weekly work outside of the
classroom including reading assignments, short answer questions, and historical video reviews. The student
will work individually and in small groups to accomplish the major task of the course: to give each student a
well-informed understanding of United States history.

Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course the student should be able to…

● Demonstrate a thorough understanding of American history- its people, events, and themes

● Interpret various historical sources including primary and secondary sources, maps, graphs, timelines,
art, and political cartoons

● Utilize critical thinking skills to synthesize and make connections betweens events, eras, themes, and
historical classifications

● Recognize the active, sovereign hand of God in the birth, growth, and development of the United States
and increase their thankfulness for the unique blessings He has bestowed on our nation

Course Gradebook:

HOMEWORK: Homework will include weekly reading assignments and short-answer critical thinking
questions based on the weekly reading. Homework is assigned on a Friday and due the following Friday by
3pm, scanned and submitted through Google Classroom. Occasionally classwork that is not finished in class
will be as completed as homework. (30% of quarter grade)

WORKBOOK CHECKS: While our class will use Google Classroom to access various handouts and homework,
all lecture notes, primary sources, and worksheets will be made available in the USH workbook. Students will
keep their workbook pages in a binder. Every Wednesday, the instructor will post a list of the week s̓
assignments and lecture notes that should be scanned from the workbook and turned in via Google Classroom
by Friday at 3pm. If an assignment is not submitted to Google Classroom or is not complete by the Friday due
date, a student will receive a 0 for that specific assignment. (20% of quarter grade)

HOLLYWOOD HISTORY: Twice per quarter students will be assigned to watch and review a theater length
movie version of a historical period or event. Students will be expected to review the film, paying special
attention to its messages and bias, as well as historical accuracy and attempt to understand why the event is



portrayed as it is. This assignment will allow students to sharpen their critical thinking skills by evaluating and
analyzing popular representations of history in light of their own academic knowledge. (Incorporated into the
“HOMEWORK” category- 30% of quarter grade).

ASSESSMENTS:

● Chapter Tests: Tests are designed to be the regular means of assessing a student s̓ comprehension of
course material. Each test will include a combination of multiple choice and short answer questions
that covers information and themes from 2-3 chapters from the textbook, along with supplemental
lecture material. Questions will be evaluative or analytical in nature and ask about issues across various
social science categories (political, economic, cultural, etc), rather than focusing on fact recollection
and rote memorization. Study guides for every assessment are posted in Google Classroom. (30% of
quarter grade)

● Midterm: A midterm exam will be administered at the end of the first quarter and at the end of the third
quarter. Each midterm will include the information covered throughout that quarter. Students will
receive a study guide and will be allowed to use notes hand-written on a 3x5 index card. (20% of 1st and
3rd quarter grades)

● Semester Final: A semester final will be administered a�er the second quarter and at the conclusion of
the school year. First semester s̓ final will include information covered in the first two quarters. Second
semester s̓ final will include information from the second two quarters. Students will receive a study
guide and will be allowed to use notes hand-written on a 3x5 index card. (20% of semester grade)

RESEARCH PAPER: Throughout the second and third quarters, USH will work in conjunction with American
Literature to produce a research paper on events in the 1970s. Over the course of several weeks, students will
complete a series of assignments to teach them how to develop a thesis statement, conduct research, and
express their thoughts in writing. Near the end of the second quarter, students will submit an extended
sentence outline of their research for a grade in USH. The final research paper will be due in the third quarter
and receive a grade in American Literature. (20% of 2nd quarter grade)

AMERICAN HEROES PROJECT: Throughout the year students will learn about men and women who shaped
our nation into what it is today. During the fourth quarter, students will draw on their knowledge of these
Americans and choose a person they consider to be one of the most influential figures in American history.
Students will write a 3-4 page argument, expressing why they believe that person to be so influential. Students
will then present their argument to the class and attempt to convince their classmates that their assessment of
this person is the correct one. A�er hearing all arguments, students will debate and vote for the one candidate
they believe to be the most influential person in American history. (20% of 4th quarter grade)

Classroom Policies:

Grading: Each graded assignment will be allotted a total number of points for students to earn.
Accumulated points from required assignments will be recorded in RenWeb and weighted in percentages
(as stated above), which will determine a student s̓ quarter grade in USH.

The grading scale is as follows: 100-90% = A, 89-80% = B, 79-70% = C, 69-60% = D, <60%= F

Specific written and verbal directions, study guides, and/or rubrics will be used to ensure a student clearly
understands what is expected of him/her to earn a passing grade on the assignment.



Materials: Students are expected to bring their binder with workbook pages, fully charged iPad,
pencils/pens, colored pencils, and highlighters to every class. Repeated failure to bring these materials to
class will result in 3 demerits, at the discretion of the instructor.

Classroom Conduct: Students are expected to be in their assigned seat with their class materials when the
bell rings. There is much to accomplish in each class period; therefore, students are expected to remain
seated, work productively, and raise their hand to speak or ask questions.

In addition, learning about the past sometimes involves discussing controversial events and issues. To
foster and encourage discussion, the classroom needs to be a place where each student s̓ views are
respected. Therefore, students are to practice common courtesy at all times. Students will be respectful and
tolerant of differences and allow their classmates to express their opinions in an open, safe environment.
Students will not ridicule or mock the expression of ideas or questions asked by others. Students will also
refrain from interrupting their classmates while they are speaking, either to the class or in group activities.
Disrespect and/or bullying will not be tolerated in USH and will result in demerits.

Finally, in USH students will learn about various national and world leaders from the past and the present.
Students will show respect to God-given authority when discussing these leaders. While it is acceptable to
not agree with a leader s̓ policies and actions, it is not acceptable to mock or ridicule them. Students are
encouraged to remember the words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 13:1, “Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted
by God.”

Participation: While it is recognized that all students have different personality types, strengths, and
gi�ings, students are expected to participate in all class discussions and debates. Students are also expected
to work in collaboration with others and earnestly complete all assignments to the best of their ability. In
addition, students are expected to take thorough notes during lecture.

Attendance & Tardies: Students who are absent are responsible for getting all assignments and notes
missed while he/she was absent. Tardies will be defined as stated in the Student Handbook. An
accumulation of tardies will result in consequences as specified in the Student Handbook.

Absent Work & Late Work: Students who have an excused absence will be allowed to make up all missed
assignments for full credit. Refer to the Student Handbook for specific timelines to follow when turning in
assignments and taking tests a�er an absence. In regards to late work, students may turn assignments in
late up to one week past the due date with a 20% grade reduction. Any assignment turned in later than one
week past the due date needs to be approved by the instructor and risks a more substantial grade reduction.
Students are encouraged to talk to the instructor if a particular week is impacted with major assignments
and extracurriculars. Extensions on homework can be given at the discretion of the instructor, if the student
takes the initiative to ask.

Cell Phones: Cell phone use will not be tolerated in USH. Students must remain off their cell phones for the
duration of class and stored as the teacher instructs. Inappropriate cell phone use will receive demerits.

Plagiarism & Cheating: Plagiarism and cheating are considered serious offenses in USH. Cheating is
defined as obtaining answers without doing the work yourself. Plagiarism is defined as the practice of
taking someone else s̓ work or ideas and passing them off as your own. Students are expected to do their
own work, give credit, and cite the authors and sources that inspire or inform their ideas. See the Student
Handbook for more information regarding school-wide cheating and plagiarism policies.



Tentative Course Outline:

1st Quarter 2nd Quarter
New World Empires 19th Century Reforms
The English Colonies Manifest Destiny
The American Revolution Civil War & Reconstruction
The Critical Period Industrialization & Urbanization
Jacksonian Democracy The Gilded Age

3rd Quarter 4th Quarter
The Progressive Era Post-War America
Imperialism The Cold War
World War I 60s & 70s Culture Revolution
1920s America Rise of Conservatism
The Great Depression Post Industrial America
World War II Globalization & War on Terror

**All policies are subject to change by the instructor for the overall benefit of the class.



Keep this syllabus to reference throughout the school year. Please sign below, detach this page, and turn it
in to Mrs. Merlino or Mr. Esakson by Wednesday, August 11 for 5 points. This signature page will count as

the first homework assignment of the school year.

“I acknowledge that I have read this syllabus. By signing below I am agreeing to complete the assignments and adhere
to the classroom policies, as outlined in this syllabus.”

Student Name (print):___________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Date: __________________

Parents/Guardians, if you agree to the following statement, please sign, date, and answer the two questions
below…

“I acknowledge that my student and I have both read this syllabus. I agree to hold my student responsible for what is
expected of him/her in United States History.”

Parent/Guardian Name (print):_________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________________

Date: __________________

Preferred method of communication: ___________________________________________

Phone number and/or email address:__________________________________________

Best days & times to contact you:______________________________________________

If youd̓ like to share important information regarding your student, please briefly state it below. This
signature page will be kept in a secured location and remain confidential.


